Mary & Louise
Mary & Louise
Weird Sisters and Staatsfactory presents

A tribute to the silent screen goddesses: Mary Pickford and Louise Brooks
A tribute to the silent screen goddesses: Mary Pickford and Louise Brooks

Writer:
Director:
Producer:

Amy Staats, amystaats@mac.com 917-435-6841

Abigail Zealey Bess, azbess@aol.com 917-701-6453

Apolline Berty, apolline.berty@nyu.edu 917-609-4040

The Story
After failing miserably on the set of their first “talkie”, Mary Pickford (America’s Sweetheart) and Louise
Brooks (The Vamp) vow never to speak again. Out of
work and past their prime, they become roommates in
Brooklyn.
Stuck in her role as America’s sweetheart, and both
of them still living as though in a silent film, Mary’s
resentment of Louise’s antics goes politely unspoken
until... threatened with the loss of her one true love....
Mary must face her fears and expose the ugliness inside
herself if she is ever to get what she wants.
A comedy with dark undertones, Mary & Louise
explores the ups and downs of friendship and the importance of finding one’s voice within the din of great
personal and technological change.

Director’s Statement

From my early childhood, I can remember being totally captivated by Buster Keaton in such films
as The General, College, Go West, and Seven Chances, to name a few, performing impossible high jinx feats with
comedic timing beyond compare. I suppose you could say I never lost my fascination for the ability to tell
a story with a visual style requiring no dialogue except the occasional scripted line appearing on the screen,
and yet still managing to keep an audience at the edge of their seat with anticipation and laughter.
d
Since then, I have continued to enjoy and be influenced by many other silent greats: Clara Bow as
the It Girl; Louise Brooks in Pandora’s Box, Diary of a Lost Girl; and, of course, Mary Pickford - one of the
very first film pioneers in her own right - in The New York Hat, Sparrows, and Coquette. When Amy Staats
came to me with the idea of making a film that would bring together the two silver screen goddesses,
Mary Pickford and Louise Brooks, and make them talk, my interest was immediately piqued.
d
Mary & Louise, penned by Ms. Staats, is a nod to the timelessness and beauty of an era long gone but
not forgotten, and brings together the classic combination of America’s Sweetheart and the Iconic Vamp.
How could I resist? I was intrigued not only by how this script addresses the transformation of a world tilting into huge technological change, but also by the way the friendship of these two glorious characters is
challenged, and how they must find a voice within to express their new identity in this modern day landscape.
We intend to stay true to the visual black and white cinematography with original music, thus evoking the timelessness of this era. It is our aim to capture both the humor and honesty told in this silver
screen tale. Mary & Louise is an edgy comedy with dark undertones that revels in the painful beauty of
the human condition and the endless quest to stay true to the voice within and what we love most. d
We hope very much you will join us on this ride across time.
With love,

Abigail

The Cast

Amy Staats (Mary Pickford)
Amy Staats is a critically acclaimed actress, writer, and filmmaker.
She is a member of the Ensemble Studio Theatre, and has originated roles in plays by such playwrights as Amy Fox, Cori Thomas,
Josh Conkel, Laura Jaqmin, Edward Allen Baker, J Holtham, Larry
Konofsky, and Lloyd Suh, Nikole Beckwith, Elizabeth Meriwether,
and others. She plays the indomitable Helen Pellet in the video series
Here’s What I Like...And Now I’ll Tell You Why (LA Comedy Shorts,
2010, 2011, TriMedia Film Festival, Chashama Film Festival, Winter Film Festival, Garden State Film Festival, Brooklyn Girl Film
Festival) She is playing everybody’s favorite horrible boss Melissa
in Adam Szymkowicz’s upcoming web series Compulsive Love. Amy
was a Best Solo Performance nominee at MITF Festival Awards
for her solo play Cat.her.in.e, and has performed/work shopped
plays with such companies as The Ensemble Studio Theatre, The
Lark, Clubbed Thumb, Playwrights Horizons, The Claque, MCC,
Les Freres Corbusier (Drama Desk nom) PortlandStage. Other
film includes: Positive Thinking (DailyFiberFims), Cheaper To Kippah
(J.I F/Outer Boroughs Entertainment), and Escape from New York
is Not an Option ( dir. Levi Albrino, w/ Luke Matheny). Amy has a
love for old fashioned things, and some of her favorite roles have
been Helen in Horton Foote’s Midnight Caller and Rose of Sharon
in Grapes of Wrath and Miss Julie. She is thrilled to be undertaking
the awesome challenge of the great Mary Pickford.
Website: http://amystaats.com/

Diana Ruppe (Louise Brooks)
Theatre credits include: Daisy in The Adding Machine (La Jolla Playhouse; dir., Daniel Aukin), The Cherry Orchard (Atlantic), u/s Hurlyburly (The New Group
& 37 Arts), The Scottish Play (La Jolla Playhouse), The
Woman Before (German Theatre Abroad; dir. Daniel
Fish), EST Marathon, Ontological Theater, NY Stage
and Film, The O’Neill Playwrights Conference, McCarter Theatre and Youngblood. Film and TV: “Law &
Order “, “Law & Order: CI,” “The Education of Max
Bickford”, “Henry Fool”, and “Flashback” (HBO). She
studied with Wynn Handman. Diana also stars as Helen’s
hapless maid, Nora Marbles, in the ongoing webisode
series, Here’s What I Like and Now I’ll Tell You Why (LA
Comedy Shorts 2010, 2011, Trimedia Film Festival 2011,
Garden State Film Festival, Winter Film Awards, Brooklyn Girl Film Festival, Chashama Film Festival).

Director: Abigail Zealey Bess
Abigail has worked extensively in New York’s film and
theatre community as a director and filmmaker. With a resumé featuring work with the legendary Sidney Lumet, John
Leguizamo, Kevin Smith, Matt LeBlanc, Frank Whaley and
many others, her work has crossed boundaries and platforms
for many years as an independent director and producer.
She has been directing theatre, specializing in new work
since she arrived on these shores and established Weird Sisters, as a theatrical entity in 1997. Under the auspices of her
company she has developed projects in collaboration with
many writers both established and newly emerging on the
New York scene.
She subsequently directed and produced her debut film,
the award winning baseball trilogy, Play Ball!, that screened
throughout the globe including the Berlin Film Festival,
Cannes Director Fortnight, and at over forty American festivals including New York, Newport, Seattle and Savannah. In
addition to garnering Best Film at seven American festivals,
she was awarded 1st Prize for Best Short Film by woman
director at the LA Women In Film Competition.
As a long-standing member of the Ensemble Studio Theatre based in New York, one of the leading developmental
theatres of new plays in the USA, she has directed and produced numerous new works. Other NY theatres include The
Foundry Theatre, Ohio Theatre, Soho Repertory Theatre,
Abingdon Theatre, Cherry Lane Theatre, Playwrights Horizons, Here and internationally the Edinburgh Festival, the
Young Vic, the Strand Theatre, London.
She continues to head Weird Sisters developing theatrical
ventures and feature film projects that promote and support
prolific women artists and writers giving voice to new and
exciting work. Latest Directing Projects include the ongoing
webisode series with Amy Staats, entitled Here’s What I Like,
and Now I’ll Tell You Why (LA Comedy Shorts 2010, 2011, Trimedia Film Festival 2011, Garden State Film Festival, Winter
Film Awards, Brooklyn Girl Film Festival, Chashama Film
Festival).
Other projects in development include a live animation
feature-length script, 7 Variations on the Same Lover by Crystal Skillman, a magical short film, Icarus Stops For Breakfast by
Holli Harmes, and Little Girls, Big Trouble, a high jinx comedy
feature by Leslie Brockett.
Website: www.weirdsistersfilms.com

Writer: Amy Staats

Producer: Apolline Berty

Amy Staats is the author of the “Here’s
What I Like...And Now I’ll Tell You Why”
video series which has screened at LA Comedy
Shorts, (2010, 2011) Connecticut Film Festival, Garden State Film Festival, Trimedia Film
Festival (Audience Favorite) Chashama Film
Festival, Brooklyn Girl Film Festival, BVEW’s
Comedy night @ Bowery Poetry Club and
Big Effin Deal @ The Cove. She was nominated for two awards in the 2012 Winter Film
awards, including best screenplay for Mary and
Louise, and best short film for Here’s What I
Like: Fashion and Flowers. She received a New
Voices Fellowship for her play MOVE and her
short play The Changing of the Guard was
produced at The Ensemble Studio Theatre and
was published in the Best American Short Play
Anthology. Other plays include Cat.her.in.e
(MITF festival NYC) Valentine, (performed
@ Galapagos, The Ensemble Studio Theatre,
etc), Good Times/Bad Times (workshop:
The Ensemble Studio Theatre Lexington Retreat) and her plays have been produced/work
shopped/read at The Ensemble Studio Theatre, The New Group, and regionally around
the country.
Amy is currently working on a book of short
memoir stories entitled What To Expect. She
has had the pleasure of reading excerpts from
What To Expect at Naked Angels Tuesdays
@9, Access Theatre, and EST.
(See actor’s biography in the “Cast” section.)

Apolline Berty is a writer and producer
based in New York City. Born in France,
she moved to New York at an early age and
studied English Literature at Swarthmore
College. She is currently pursuing an MBA/
MFA Dual Degree at New York University and producing as much as possible until
graduation in 2014.

Art Director: Jennifer Kim
Born and educated in New York City, Jennifer Kim is a graduate of Pratt Institute of
Art, where she studied traditional illustration,
communications imaging, jewelry, and sculpture. She was selected to display her work in
the Pratt Show 2010. In her own time, she
has pursued costume design & fabrication,
as well as a study of European history, in an
effort to break into period piece production.

Costume Design: Charlotte Lane Palmer
Editor: Ruthy Lacera

Timeline
January – June 2012:
				
				
				
				
				

PRE-PRODUCTION
Script Finalization
Fundraising
Casting
Location Selection
Set and Costume Design and Development

June 10 – 15th 2012:
				

PRODUCTION
Shooting on location in New York

July – October 2012:
				
				
				
				

POST PRODUCTION
Editing
Soundtrack Composing
Sound Mixing
Test Screenings

November 2012:		

FILM SUBMITTED TO FILM FESTIVALS

Marketing & Distribution Plan
We hope Mary & Louise will appeal
to fans of silent films, especially
those featuring Mary Pickford and
Louise Brooks. With the success of
recent films like The Artist (Michel
Hazanavicius, 2011) and Hugo (Martin Scorcese, 2011), we believe that
there is a strong market for films that
celebrate the beginnings of cinema.
We aim to target cinephiles and moviegoers who enjoy humorous and
quirky female buddy films.

Film Festivals 2012/2013
Mary & Louise is an official nominee of
the 2012 Winter Film Awards for Best
Screenplay, and it is our wish that Mary
& Louise will travel the festival circuit at
some of the following film festivals:
Foreign Category
Berlin
Brief Encounters, Bristol, England
British Academy of Film and Television Awards (Bafta)
Capalbio Int FF - Italy
Cannes
Clermont Ferond
Rotterdam International Film Festival
Venice
USA and Canada
Aspen Comedy Festival
Canadian Film Centre Worldwide Shorts
Durango
Hamptons FF
Nantucket FF
Savannah
Sedona Int FF
Slamdance
Sundance
SXSW
Telluride
Tribeca
Waterford Int FF
Women’s Festivals
Birds Eye View FF, England
Chicks with Flicks, NY
Female Eye FF, Canada
Mad Cat Women’s international FF, Chicago
Portland Women’s Festival, Oregon
San Francisco Int Woman FF

Project Summary
Team
Director: Abigail Zealey Bess
Writer: Amy Staats
Producer: Apolline Berty
Art Director: Jennifer Kim
Editor: Ruthy Lacera
Costume: Charlotte Lane Palmer
Actor: Diana Ruppe
Production Details
Budget: $15,000
Location: New York City
Genre: Nostalgic, Quirky, Comedy
Length: 10 mins
Format: Digital Video & Hi 8 film
Aspect Ratio/Sound: 1:33 (4x3 video)
Project Status: Pre-Production
Production Schedule
Pre-Production: 6 months
Production: 5 days
Post-Production: 4 months

Help Support
Donations of $10 or more
You will receive an acknowledgement in the film’s credits under ‘Thank You’.
Donations of $20 or more
You will receive access to a digital download of the finished film and an acknowledgement in the
film’s credits under ‘Thank You’.
Donations of $50 or more
You will receive a DVD hard copy of the finished film, access to a digital download of the finished
film, and an acknowledgement in the film’s credits under ‘Sponsor’.
Donations of $100 or more
You will receive exclusive behind-the-scenes updates about the making of the film, an autographed
promotional postcard, a DVD hard copy of the finished film, access to a digital download, and an
acknowledgement in the film’s credits under ‘Patron’.
Donations of $150 or more
You will receive a special edition of the DVD with the finished film and episodes from ‘Here’s What
I Like’, exclusive behind-the-scenes updates about the making of the film, an autographed promotional postcard, access to a digital download, and an acknowledgement in the film’s credits under
‘Patron’.
Donations of $500 or more
You will receive acknowledgement in the film’s credits and on IMDB as “Associate Producer”, a
special edition of the DVD with the finished film and episodes from ‘Here’s What I Like’, a CD of the
original music from the film, exclusive behind-the-scenes updates about the making of the film, an
autographed promotional poster, and access to a digital download.
Donations of $1000 or more
You will receive acknowledgement in the film’s credits and on IMDB as “Executive Producer”, a
special edition of the DVD with the finished film and episodes from ‘Here’s What I Like’, a CD of the
original music from the film, exclusive behind-the-scenes updates about the making of the film, an
autographed promotional poster, and access to a digital download.
Donations of $5,000 or more
You will receive a walk-on role for one episode of ‘Here’s What I Like’, acknowledgement in the
film’s credits and on IMDB as “Executive Producer”, a special edition of the DVD with the finished
film and episodes from ‘Here’s What I Like’, a CD of the original music from the film, exclusive
behind-the-scenes updates about the making of the film, an autographed promotional poster, and
access to a digital download.
You can donate by going to our RocketHub funding page (credit card): http://rkthb.co/5720

Special Opportunity
For a donation of $10,000 or more, we will customize three
10-second ads that follow the style of the film and will play
before each future screening of “Mary & Louise”.
This is a unique opportunity to support a short film and also
get beautiful ads made and marketed to a wide audience.
You will also receive a special mention in the credits, authorization to screen the film alongside the ads, a DVD of the
finished film, access to a digital download and an autographed
promotional poster.

Thank you for your time! We hope you consider supporting Mary & Louise.

OUR ROCKETHUB FUNDING PAGE:
http://rkthb.co/5720
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the writer, director or producer.
Writer/Actress
Amy Staats
amystaats@mac.com
917-435-6841
Director
Abigail Zealey Bess
azbess@aol.com
917-701-6453
Producer
Apolline Berty
apolline.berty@nyu.edu
917-609-4040

From left to right: Jennifer, Apolline, Diana, Abigail, and Amy.

